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The final installation of the Cus-
tom Home Insurance Series fo-
cuses in on a little known and
often times neglected home in-
surance endorsement: Earth-
guake coverage.

1, ISSUE

While we do not live in Califor-

nia, with a constant barrage of
information, warnings, and occur-
rences, it is not unknown to the
Midwest to have devastating
earthquakes occur.

The fault line that we are most

concerned with in this region of

the US is the New Madrid fault

line. This fault line and Seismic
Zone runs between St. Louis and
Memphis.

According t o
Zoned maps,
feel the seismic activity while

indoors, while Southeastern lowa
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lowa. Unfortunately, earthquake
coverage is not an automatic
coverage on your home owners
policy. It is an endorsement that
can be added to your policy and
normally functions with a per-
centage deductible. By this, a
person can have earthquake cov-
erage at a 5% deductible, where
the percent is derived from your
total dwelling coverage. By this, if
your home is insured to
$100,000, your 5% deductible
would be $5,000.

The cost of this endorsement
ranges from company to com-
could actually have unstable ob-pany along with deductible op-
jects overturned. tions but is typically between $40

- $80 per year for this additional
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Further protect your home
by requesting the addition of
the earthquake endorse-
ment.

While it may_not lead to the

S M type®of Yamdge ' seen jncoverage added to your existing
mostC.fof. o%at Iou h I Call
alifornia, a substantial” amount homeowners policy. Call your

of property damage could very Absolute Agent for further cov-
well be evident in or around erage details.

Spring Sump Pump Maint

If you have not done so already
(my pump has been running 24/7)
you should perform your routine
maintenance of your pump as per
your manufactures instructions

to ensure it is in proper working
order. Make sure you unplug
your pump before doing any
maintenance. Your sump pit

should be free of debris and your not in good working order. A
float should move freely. After battery back up is another wise
inspecting your pit and pump, investment since your pump
plug it in, and fill up your pit with works off electricity. Typically,
water and give it a test run. Many your power fails when in the
claims are from people who have midst of a bad storm and your
had a sump pump for years and pump is filling with water. It is
never used it. The time they recommended to check your
needed the pump to work, it was pump at least twice yearly.



gt EEI EIN EIN NN ENE EEE BEE EEED SN BEE NN BEE BEE BEE BN I I BEE BEE BN B B B B Sy

Tips For Protecting Boats And

PAGE 2 ¢

OAn i ndepq

Before you take your motorcycle

policy could cover things like the

on the road or put your boat on the cost to replace lost or damaged

water, it may pay to be certain
your insurance is shiphape.
Motorcycles and boats are often
significant investments, and the
right insurance policy can help
protect them. Here are a few tips,
courtesy ofAbsolute Insurance:

« Evaluate your specific needs.
Insuring a boat or a motorcycle is
different than insuring

fishing gear and costly services
such as emergency -avater tow-
ing and fuelspill cleanup. You

your questions. I
AAn independent i
or broker can make sure you have |
the specialized coverage you need
to protect your

nsur q

oat [

probably woul dn@iﬁm@/@,bfthéﬂsrdgréssieeoverl-

age by adding a boat to a home-
owner ds policy.
o Consult with anndependent

agencyi like Absolute Insurance.
unli ke
resent only one company, inde-

Group of Insurance Companies.
AfiSome insurance
vide only barebones protection
for your boat or motorcycle by

cjompar

ficapt i ve gimgyhédind itontdwbud existiogd -

homeownerlc‘)s

: auto or (
Insurance agent ... your car or home. A specialized  pendent insurance agents and  independent agents and brokers | P
can make sure you motorcycle policy, for instance, brokers are licensed insurance  can review and evaluate your
e can provide coverage professionals who represent sev- needs to help match you with the |
have the specialized for custom paint jobs and after-  eral companies. They can offer  company that will provide you
coverage you need ?arket equi_pment _that migh_t not you a variety of coverages, review with the combination of specie_ll- |
e covered if the bike were just  and evaluate your policies, suggesized coverage, service and price I
to protect your boat added to a generic auto policy. new coverage optionsthat meet t hat 6s best for you. 0
. , e Similarly, a specialized boat your changing needs and answer |
or bike. 0! ,
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Seven Shopping Strategies for Ne

mp o

New car shopping can be a lot of buying strategically.

fun, especially i f youdre a car 5.éheekpricing for your desired
thusiast. But others can findthe So i f youdr e i n rmakeandmodekaetwo ofttoee a
experience stressful and tedious. new vehicle and you find yourself dealerships and use that informa-
Either way, t herhavingtroable keeping d cteart h itiam ko help you negotiate the best
about. According to a survey of carhead, just keep these strategies, deal.

shoppers, overall purchase price iscourtesy of Absolute Insurance, in
the most important factor when ~ mind:

shopping for a new car (46 per-

cent), followed by make and modell. Decide how much money you
(31 percent).

consider the cost
of auto
i nNsur anceé

the) insurance can 6. Get a firm quote, in writing.

This should include not only the

cost of the car, but any fees and the

can spend and what type of vehicle sales tax.

best suits your needs. Just looking

Safety and performance come in afor the basic transport capability of 7. Inspect your new car carefully

distant third, tied at seven percent. a small or medium sedan? Ordo before driving off the lot. Make

But whet her vy ou 6youmeet theahauling capacityofa sur e all the options
turned off by the dizzying array of van or SUV? Something practical? are included and that the body and

car choices, tr iSomethipgspoay? Sametliinginp @aint ade free of scratches or dents.

reviews, incentives and other dealshetween?
it definitely pays to approach car

add significantly to

the vehicl

cost

Finally, itodés importar

2. Research crash tests and acci- the cost of auto insurance, although

dent data available from the Insur- it seems that few people realize

ance Institute for Highway Safety. that what they pay for insurance
can add significantly to the vehi-

3. Shop around for financing. If cleds total cost.

you can, apply for and get approval

for a loan from a bank, credit union ise car buyers know to shop

or other financier before you even  around for insurance and find out

visit the deal erpfdoftsconPsd theyaBo cash

buyero gives Yo Ukndwho vRithM ifdederninsur-

when you do finally meet with the  ance agency like Absolute Insur-

deal ershipds fi ngdeOwetdhcheck With Seleral
companies to find the best combi-

4. Test drive the car. Try to drive  nation of coverage and price.

in conditions that will be similar to
those under which
every day.

youol |l drive
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